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CHRIST, THE END OF
THE LAW
Tony Liddell

INTRODUCTION1

The end of a thing is often a time of sadness because we find that
the journey was a joy in itself. However, the end also means completion
and fulfillment—that needs are met. Those who reach the end grasp
victory through endurance and commitment to a course. The greatest
hero after this manner is Jesus Christ. Through perfect adherence to the
Father’s plan, perfect purity and perfect love, He gained the victory
over Satan. He proved His preeminence and lowered His hand to
humanity, giving us all opportunity to share in the glory. God’s plan to
save His children is older than the earth itself. God prepared for our
spiritual safety before He built the universe in which we need to
physically live. The wonderful communication to man—that God’s
plan was in effect. He planted the promise in the ears of Adam and
caused the people to hunger for righteousness through the Law of
Moses. He sent the rain of prophecy that nourished expectation of the
fulfillment of the Law. Finally, John came and prepared the table for
men to sit at the feet of Jesus and taste the bread and water of life.

It is the hungry subjects of Moses’ Law who seek our attention.
This is the final part of the journey to the completion of God’s plan to
build the church. Jesus, Himself, lived under the Law of Moses (Gal.
4:4). As we read the Old Testament, we face Goliath with David, pray
defiantly with Daniel and enjoy many other adventures of the righteous
who lived under the Law. The journey the multitude took under Moses’
Law was magnificent, but the goal was divine. “For Christ is the end of
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the law for righteousness to every one that believeth” (Rom. 10:4). This
chapter describes the end of that Law.

All had the need, and many hungered for a permanent lifting of the
terrible burden of sin. The Law of Moses pointed out sin and made
clear that animal sacrifices were ultimately unacceptable to God,
though temporarily received by Him (Gal. 3:19; Heb. 9:25). Why else
would sacrifices be made so often? Precious as these sacrifices were to
man, they were not priceless! If one cannot give the whole world in
exchange for his soul, he certainly cannot give a beast as the price (Mt.
16:26)! Justification was the goal of the Law.

WHICH LAW?
The proposition is made that Romans 10:4 teaches the end of law

for Christians. The end of the Law, however, is not the end of law
altogether. The understanding of Arthur Cushman McGiffert is
common among the “all love, no law” theorists. They take passages
such as Romans 6:14 and 10:4 to unsupportable conclusions. He wrote:
“The Christian is not under law, but the Christian life is a holy life, and
thus there is revealed in it the same features that are expressed in the
holy law of God. And so the law finds itself fulfilled in the Christian.”2

He fails to recognize that the only law reaching its end in Romans 10:4
is the Law of Moses, and he further says that the Christian life is one
of complete liberty. If we Christians do not follow any law, then every
Christian becomes the standard in his eyes. There is no reason for the
name Christian if we are to be followed but not to be followers.
Undeniably, Christians are a part of the promise and live exemplary
lives, but the Law finds itself fulfilled primarily in Christ.

The law of Romans 10:4 is the Law of Moses. Leaving law out of
the Christian life is clearly vain and false teaching. First, it is vain
because the profession of belief without the evidence of belief is empty
religion (Jas. 2). Second, passages such as Galatians 6:2 teach that
Christ has a Law. To ignore the Law of Christ, one must close his eyes
to the truth. William Blackstone defined law, saying: “Law, in its most
general and comprehensive sense, signifies a rule of action ... which is
prescribed by some superior, and which the inferior is bound to obey.”3

If Christ is superior and has prescribed a rule of action, we need to
recognize our responsibility to obey. It is false doctrine to teach the
lack of law in this or any age. Christ will judge us by His Law. Luke
wrote: “Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof
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he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from
the dead” (Acts 17:31).

Moses’ Law had the grand purpose of bringing Christ to justify us.
Romans 10:4 makes no sense whatsoever if we take that law to mean
all law, instead of the Law of Moses. Robert R. Taylor, Jr. wrote:
“Justification is by a faith that obeys—not by a passive faith that rejects
all acts of Gospel obedience. James 2:14-26 details the impotency of
faith only—devilish, diabolical and damnable doctrine and yet accepted
blindly by Protestant preachers and people en masse.”4 What the
multitude wants is a religion with no responsibility. They want a Savior
who gave all; they do not want to give of themselves. The opening
verses of Romans 10 clearly refer to the Law that came down from Mt.
Sinai. That Law is now nailed to the cross and fulfilled in Christ (Col.
2:14). Christ has a Law which is better (Heb. 7:19).

THE END OF THE LAW
Did Christ’s work only bring the Law of Moses to a conclusion, or

is another end described?5 Jesus, from the start of His ministry, taught
that Moses’ Law would be superseded by His Law. We see that the
change came not merely for the sake of change, but that the purpose of
Moses’ Law was to bring change for the better through Christ. In
Matthew 5:27-28, for instance, we read: “Ye have heard that it was said
by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto
you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his heart.” The Law of Christ
is more concerned with the inward than the outward. Jesus personally
explained to a Samaritan woman that the law would soon change
concerning worship (Jn. 4:21). Worshipers could soon express
themselves less with the fleshly and more in the spiritual. Jesus further
said that His Law would be an easy yoke and light burden compared to
the former Law (Mt. 11:28-30). A listing of the requirements under
Moses’ Law is exhausting to read. Their performance was a tremen-
dous burden on the worshiper. These benefits of Christ’s Law are
evident, and many more could be asserted here.

Clearly, Christ is not just the conclusion of the Law, He is the
beginning of all things desired by the subjects of that Law. But, their
deepest desire was for righteousness. Paul is telling us in Romans 10:4
that Christ is the ultimate object of Moses’ Law that believers might
have righteousness. Moses E. Lard wrote: “[T]he great final purpose of
the law, the remote end to which it looked, was justification, and so
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preparation for heaven. Christ is that end, because in him alone it is
realized.”6 Robert L. Whiteside concluded: “The end, or aim, of the law
was righteousness. The believer in Christ is made righteous, and thus
the end of the law for righteousness is reached in Christ.”7 James
William Boyd explains the meaning: “The word ‘end’ means goal,
target, that which was in view. The coming of Christ was that toward
which the old law pointed.”8 He then connects Romans 10:4 with 1
Peter 1:9 and Galatians 3:23-25. Peter used the word the same way
when he said that the end of one’s faith is the salvation of his soul.
Paul’s epistle to the Galatians says the purpose or end of the law was
to bring Christ. “But before faith came, we were kept under the law,
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore
the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be
justified by faith But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a
schoolmaster” (Gal. 3:23-25).

The Greek word translated “end” is telos. The word can mean that
a thing ceases to be what it was, according to Vine.9 Or, it can be the
fulfillment, aim and purpose of a thing. Clearly, the Law of Moses
ceased, but Romans 10:4 has more to say. That “Christ is the end of the
law for righteousness to every one that believeth” means the Law
achieved its purpose. Truly, the final word on the subject is found in
Matthew 5:17-18. There Jesus declared: “Think not that I am come to
destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” The hope
of every believing Jew became reality in Christ.

THE DOCTRINE OF IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS
“Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin” (Rom.

4:8). The wonderful knowledge that God will not reckon sin to the saint
brings us joy and peace.10 “David also describeth the blessedness of the
man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works” (Rom.
4:6). We enjoy justification through Christ and that by the mercy and
grace of God. The problem is that this is also taken to mean that there
is no responsibility on the part of man. An online encyclopedia gives
the popular meaning: “Imputed righteousness is the Christian doctrine
that a sinner being declared righteous by God is declared such purely
by God's grace, without any merit or personal worthiness.”11 Against
that wrong idea, Robert R. Taylor, Jr. wrote:
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The man to whom the Lord does not impute sin is the pardoned
person. God does not count his sins against him because he is no
longer a sinner. The man to whom God does impute sin is the
one who is still in his sin. God does not impute Adam’s sin to us
for we are not guilty of such. He does not impute Christ’s
righteousness to us. Righteousness is of the character and a man
cannot be reckoned as righteous who is still wicked and in all his
sins. When we obey the Lord we are made righteous because of
such. Calvary’s blood makes possible our righteousness when
we appropriate it by gospel obedience.12

Without turning from sin and seeking the Lord’s pardon through the
proper means, a person is not reckoned righteous. His personal
worthiness does matter. If he continues in sin, he is not saved. Like-
wise, when a person falls away, he crucifies the Son of God afresh
(Heb. 6:6). Does that sound as if we are declared righteous purely by
God’s grace? While it is true that Paul wrote some hard things,
especially in the book under question, we must be careful not to wrest
them unto our own destruction (2 Pet. 3:15, 16). Many times great
difficulties and even condemnations come from our own ignorance.

IGNORANCE OF GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS
Paul describes the Jewish people as being “ignorant of God's

righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness”
(Rom. 10:3). We must guard ourselves against the sin of the scribes,
Pharisees and others who were less concerned about doing the Lord’s
Will than promoting their own.

Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, Saying,
The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All therefore
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not
ye after their works: for they say, and do not. For they bind
heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of
their fingers. But all their works they do for to be seen of men:
they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of
their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the
chief seats in the synagogues, And greetings in the markets, and
to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi (Mt. 23:1-7).

If we do many hard things, though they are good and honorable in our
estimation, we will not be so good as to gain salvation. The sin we
committed previously will still be there. We do not gain salvation by
those works alone. There must be faith and works and both must be
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true to God’s Will. God has provided the means of salvation in Christ.
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15).

Despite the zeal of the Jews to do God’s Will, they, like Paul
himself, made the mistake of trusting in a law no longer in effect.
“They were ignorant and ill-informed as to what they had to do to serve
God.”13 In turning from Christ they showed ignorance of God’s
righteousness. They should have turned from dead works to serve the
living God (Heb. 9:14). The works of the Law were not going to bring
them justification before God. The “meats and drinks, and divers
washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them” were figures of the
better things to come (Heb. 9:10). “For the law having a shadow of
good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never
with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make
the comers thereunto perfect” (Heb. 10:1). The difference between the
Old Law and the New is the difference between desire and complete
satisfaction. We thought of the subjects under the Law of Moses as
those hungering and thirsting for justification. It did not matter how
many sacrifices were made, satisfaction did not appear until Christ.

And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering often-
times the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But
this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat
down on the right hand of God; From henceforth expecting till
his enemies be made his footstool. For by one offering he hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified (Heb. 10:11-14).

All their right desire was fulfilled in Christ. Yet, they would not turn to
Him and enjoy justification. If we look into the text preceding that of
Romans 10, we will see that Christ was a tripping point for the faithless
Jews as He is for all unbelieving today.

What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not
after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the
righteousness which is of faith. But Israel, which followed after
the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righ-
teousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but
as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that
stumblingstone; As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a
stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on
him shall not be ashamed (Rom. 9:30-33).

They stumbled at that stumblingstone who is Christ. They continued
their trust in the Law of Moses instead of maintaining their allegiance
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to God through obedience to Christ’s Law. Today, there are many who
say, “We have a law,” and will not put aside their own ways. Their
ways will not give them salvation. A lot of good works are done in the
name of God, but to begin with truth, belief (Jn. 8:24), repentance (Lk.
13:3), confession (Mt. 10:32), and forgiveness through baptism (Acts
2:38) and continue doing the good works prescribed by God according
to His grace is the only way to show our knowledge of His righteous-
ness.

The advantage of the Jews was their knowledge of the Law of
Moses. “What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of
circumcision? Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were
committed the oracles of God” (Rom. 3:1-2). It is plain to see that the
Jews had knowledge of Moses’ Law, but not of the righteousness found
in Christ. They were “going about to establish their own righteousness”
(Rom. 10:3). “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the
works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified”
(Gal. 2:16). Should we require circumcision today or that brethren
refuse pork chops? We should observe no part of Moses’ Law as our
law unless it is part of Christ’s Law. Then, it is done for the purpose of
serving Christ, not as a work of the Law. It is done by faith in Christ.
“For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it
is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which
are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no man is
justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall
live by faith” (Gal. 3:10-11).

CONCLUSION
Paul preached the same message of Romans 10:4 in an Antioch

synagogue: “Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that
through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by
him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could
not be justified by the law of Moses” (Acts 13:38-39). Justification, the
fulfillment of Moses’ Law, comes through belief in Christ and
subjection to His Law. It was Paul’s desire and prayer to God that his
people might be saved (Rom. 10:1).
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